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Looking forward to going deeper in faith. 

 

Confirmation classes begin for young  

people on 1st May & for adults on 27th April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Also, responding to the crisis  

in Ukraine—see inside for details. 

 



Dear Friends 
One of the highlights of recent 

weeks has been the opportunity 

to walk together through Lent, 

Holy week and Easter and to be 

able to do so in person. This is 

not a privilege we take for 

granted given the events of the 

past couple of years. Last year 

our Holy Week services were 

recorded behind closed doors 

and while it is marvellous to 

have the technological 

resources to do this and the 

people who so willingly help to 

operate them, it is not the same 

as walking through these events 

together in person. 

We are looking forward to 

welcoming Bishop David to the 

parish on Thursday 30th June at 

7.30pm for the Service of 

Confirmation. It has been a few 

years since we have been able 

to have Confirmation in the 

parish and we hope people will 

avail of that opportunity. 

Confirmation is open to those 

who are 13 and older. 

Sometimes we have adults who 

have never had the chance at an 

earlier point to explore their faith 

in a bit more depth and 

experience Confirmation so this 

is an ideal opportunity. 

We normally prepare through 

attending a series of classes 

which are informal and 

interactive and for young people 

those will take place on Sunday 

evenings from 5-6pm in the 

Coffee Bar beginning on 1st May. 

We have written to those on our 

parish lists who are in that age 

bracket but in case we have 

missed anyone, please get in 

touch if you are interested. 

Going forward we are mindful of 

the importance of a hybrid 

approach as we emerge from 

the pandemic. There are some 

for whom attending events 

online is much more accessible 

and practical with the various 

demands in their lives. We will 

be continuing to offer the Alpha 

course online , a course that 

offers people the opportunity to 

explore questions they might 

have about faith and the 

meaning of life and discovering 

our purpose in the world. Many 

great friendships have been 

forged through participating in 

this course over the past couple 

of years. It lasts for 10 weeks 

and our next course begins on 

27th April from 8-9pm. To register 

just contact the Rector who will 

send you a Zoom link and a 

video to watch each week with 

the other participants.  



There’s the opportunity to 

discuss these from the comfort 

of your own home in small 

discussion groups facilitated by 

parishioners. We have been 

delighted to welcome people 

from different places and 

backgrounds over these past 

years. We are also looking 

forward to welcoming our 

online prayer community back 

together after our Lenten 

services and the online prayer 

meeting will take place on 

Thursdays at 7pm resuming on 

Thursday 21st April. 

We are also waiting on news of 

the visa application of the 

family from Ukraine we hope to 

welcome to a local house in the 

coming weeks. This is a big 

undertaking in faith as we seek 

to offer refuge and a welcome 

to a family from Mariupol who 

have suffered enormously 

following the Russian invasion. 

We ask you to pray for Evgen 

the Dad, Katerina the mum, 

Alina and Arina the daughters 

and Inna the grandmother. 

Arina was born in a basement 

during the shelling of Mariupol. 

The family have had a very 

traumatic journey as they fled 

through Russia, into Latvia and 

they are currently in Warsaw in 

Poland. We recently received a 

photo of baby Arina getting her 

first warm bath in a dormitory in 

Warsaw. Anyone who 

remembers taking their children 

home for the first time from 

hospital will know what an 

anxious time that is and to have 

to flee from place to place with 

a newborn baby in tow is 

unimaginable for most of us. 

We will be seeking assistance 

with furnishing the house and 

with financial pledges to cover 

the rent and living costs of the 

family and details of this will 

appear as they become known 

to us. We hope people will be 

able to help this family as we 

respond as a church family to 

what is a dreadful and 

frightening situation. We 

continue to pray for the people 

of Russia and Ukraine caught 

up in this conflict and for all 

efforts to bring about a 

ceasefire. 

Another event we look forward 

to celebrating soon will be the 

Platinum Jubilee of Queen 

Elizabeth II. We hope to mark 

that special weekend at the 

beginning of June with a 

special service and some form 

of gathering together for the 

celebration. Details will be 

published as those plans are 

completed.   



We salute Her Majesty on this 

wonderful landmark and her 

incredible example of 

steadiness and faithfulness in 

serving the Commonwealth 

over such a long period. 

 

We are delighted to see parish 

activities up and running both in 

terms of organisations and new 

initiatives. It brings a real sense 

of vitality and encouragement 

as we enter the brighter days. 

 

With very best wishes. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Jonathan Pierce (Rector) 

Telephone 02890 793822 

 

EASTER VESTRY 

The Easter Vestry was held on 

Tuesday 5th April at 7.30pm in 

the Church. We congratulate 

and thank all who are about to 

serve in this way for the coming 

year. Jim Haughey was 

appointed Rector’s  

Glebewarden and Karen 

Gateley was elected People’s 

Glebewarden. Angela Harvey 

was appointed Rector’s  

Churchwarden and David 

Cairns was elected People’s 

Churchwarden. The newly 

elected Vestry have been 

asked to attend an evening with 

Bishop David on Monday 16th 

May along with other vestries in 

our Area Deanery in Willowfield 

Parish Church to pray for the 

work and witness of our 

parishes as we enter a new 

season after the pandemic. 
 

PRAYER WARRIOR 

Do you have a concern or 

problem and would like  

someone to pray for you? 

If so, text Robin who will be 

willing to help. 

This is completely confidential 

and no details will be passed  

on to anyone else unless you 

want them to. 

Mobile: 07513947504 
 



From the Registers 2022 

Christian Burial  
    1st     April - Edith Graham 

  11th April  - Delia Lennon 

  

 CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

2022 

 
Christian Aid Week this year will be happening from  

15th  - 21st May. Christian Aid works with some of the world's 

most vulnerable communities in 29 countries in Africa, Asia, 

the Middle East, Latin America and the Caribbean.  

In Zimbabwe the climate crisis is causing aching hunger for 

families. The combined effects of the Covid-19 pandemic, 

conflict and drought have robbed parents of the power to  

provide for their children. 7,000 miles away, the war in 

Ukraine will drive up food prices in Zimbabwe and around the 

globe. Without the fertiliser and food - like wheat and cooking 

oil - that Ukraine and Russia produce, vulnerable families will 

be pushed even deeper into hunger. 

But hope does not disappoint. Hope lives in you. 

Your gifts this Christian Aid Week could help families set up 

water taps on their farms, learn to grow food and provide 

seeds that thrive in drought – giving all they need to turn their 

dry, dusty land into a garden of hope. Join us this Christian 

Aid Week and help turn hunger into hope. 

Traditionally St. Finnian’s has always taken part in  

Christian  Aid Week and this year we are delighted to do 

so again. Door-to-door collections will once again be  

taking place in the Cregagh area and if you helped in  

previous years, we would love you to do so again. New 

volunteers are very welcome. Please contact Jonathan 

Johnston on 07746521759 if you are available to help. 

 



LIST OF NEW SELECT VESTRY  

MEMBERS 

 
Canon Jono Pierce, Rector 
Rev. Andy Hay, Curate 
Angela Harvey (Rector’s Churchwarden) 
Jim Haughey (Rector’s Glebewarden) 
David Cairns (People’s Churchwarden) 
Karen Gately (People’s Glebewarden) 
Robert Crawford (Treasurer) 
Linda Leonard (Secretary to the Select Vestry) 
Trevor Smyth 
Catherine Hamilton 
Neil Donaldson 
Brian Lavery 
Geoff Harman 
Michael Allen 
Greg Kidd 
Jonathan Johnston 
Timothy Leckey 
Peter Armstrong 
 

 
General Maintenance   

 
The church premises require 

regular maintenance to keep them in good order, so it is an 

advantage to have a regular schedule for attention to both  

buildings and grounds. This gives people an opportunity to 

volunteer a few hours a month to assist in the upkeep of our 

estate. Accordingly, the last Saturday of each month will be 

designated for a work morning, with attendance  

programmed for, say 9.00 am to 11.00 am, for  

anyone who might be available. Activities include general light 

duties, tidying up, pruning, spraying, brushing etc.  

The next date is Saturday 28th May 2022. 

See you then !   

Jim Haughey   

Glebewarden 



Ukraine Welcome List 

While we have been watching the news from Ukraine over the last 

month or so, many of us have felt helpless. The awful situation has 

devastated so many people in so many ways. Amid the chaos, 

St. Finnian’s Parish Church has made contact with a family from  

Mariupol. As their home city has been destroyed, they are without a 

home but we are in the position to offer them a safe place to live.  

However, to do so we will need everyone’s help. The list below is  

rather like a wedding list but it is also so much more. It is a list that will 

allow a family of three generations, including a 6 week old baby girl, to 

rebuild their lives and know, in practical terms, the loving generosity of 

God.  

 

For the kitchen 

Kettle, toaster, saucepan set (induction cooker hob only), plate set 

cups, cutlery, ladles, serving spoon, baking equipment/baking items 

bread knife, vegetable knife, basin for sink, swing bin with liners 

cleaning products, tea towels, J cloths, tray, kitchen roll, shopping bag, 

disposables, tinfoil, clingfilm, small plastic food bags, storage boxes. 

 

For the bedrooms 

2 single duvets (new),5 pillows (new), small bedside cabinets (2),  

cot sheets 

 
For the living room 

Lamp, side table 

 

Other 

Toilet rolls, nappies, small bathroom & bedroom bins,  

Hoover - Cylinder (eg: Argos, Bush £70),  

getting to know neighbours—foldable outside chairs. 

 

Other household items/baby equipment/child items have been made 

available but if you have an item you think may be useful, please let us 

know. 

 

Perhaps start to build up a larder of non-perishable foods. 

 

To make donations, please contact Jackie on 07905372727 

 



 

Services for May 
 

Sunday 1st May (3rd Sunday of Easter) 

 11.00am Morning Prayer 

 7.00pm  Evening Prayer 

 

Sunday 8th May (4th Sunday of Easter) 

 11.00am Morning Prayer  

 7.00pm  Evening Prayer 

 

Sunday 15th May (5th Sunday of Easter) 

 11.00am Holy Communion 

 7.00pm  Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 22nd May (6th Sunday of Easter)  

 11.00am Morning Prayer 

 7.00pm  Evening Prayer 

 

Sunday 29th May (7th Sunday of Easter)  

 11.00am Morning Prayer 

 7.00pm  Evening Prayer 

 

 

ST. FINNIAN’S MIXED INDOOR BOWLING CLUB 
The bowling club has now finished its activities for the season. 

The club will meet again in September and dates will be  

published nearer the time. 

 

New members will be very welcome. 

 

We play for fun!  

 



Thanks: Harry Irwin (12.3.1920- 17.3.2022) 

On behalf of all the family of the late Harry Irwin, I should like 

to thank everyone for their prayers, cards and messages of 

support on the recent death of Harry. Many parishioners  

attended the service in the Church and we very much  

appreciated your friendship and being with us to celebrate 

Harry’s long life -102 years. We would also thank those who 

made donations in lieu of flowers to the C of I Bishops’ Appeal 

for Ukraine. We would like to thank Mark McGrath, Director of 

Music, and the Choir for leading the singing, Barbara Carlisle 

for preparing the Church and Kirkwoods Funeral Directors for 

helping us to make arrangements. We are very grateful to 

Canon Jono Pierce for his caring support, prayers and  

assistance especially in the early days following Harry’s 

death. We have received many very positive comments from 

those who attended the Service of Thanksgiving and thank 

Jono for leading us in that Service and at the prior Committal 

in the Crematorium. Harry and Mary joined St. Finnian’s in 

1970 when they moved to Belfast. They made many friends in 

the congregation and he enjoyed regular worship at  

St. Finnian’s until he moved to a nursing home. He celebrated 

his birthday there on 12th March and died peacefully in his 

sleep early on 17th March. 

We remember with thanksgiving his long, full and healthy life. 

Linda Leonard 

 

 

Wednesday morning  

communion &  

prayers for the sick 

 
 

Just a reminder that the Wednesday morning communion  

service with prayers for the sick has now resumed.  

The service starts at 10.30 am and everyone is welcome. 

 



2022 - 90 YEARS OF  

WORSHIPPING TOGETHER  

AT ST. FINNIAN’S 

  

The Boys’ Brigade 
The Boys’ Brigade was founded by Sir William Alexander 

Smith in 1883  for "the advancement of Christ's kingdom 

among Boys and the promotion of habits of Obedience,  

Reverence, Discipline, Self-respect and all that tends towards 

a true Christian manliness". The 74th Belfast Company was 

formed in St.Finnian’s and has been in existence since 1932 

when the church was consecrated. During the war years the 

Company was kept intact by Harry Crawford supported by 

Canon Huston. In 1952, Jack Gardiner became Captain and 

after his death in 1974, a window in the church depicting the 

miracle of the feeding of the five thousand is dedicated to him. 

Bill Bradfield and Wilson Crawford then stepped in to lead the 

BB. During their leadership of the 74th Company, Bill “The 

General” Bradfield and Wilson Crawford shaped the lives of 

many boys and young men of the Parish and beyond. Among 

those members of the Company who benefited from the  

commitment, enthusiasm and faith of Bill and Wilson were 

their eventual successors as leaders. The late 1980s saw a 

change of leadership in the Company when Mervyn Smyth, 

Captain for a short period after Bill Bradfield’s retirement, 

moved from the parish and was succeeded by his brother, 

Trevor, who is still Company Captain today. Taking over the 

reins in October, 1988, Trevor formed a partnership with Philip 

Seay, Leader-in- Charge of the Junior Section, which lasted 

until Philip retired from the Company in 2019. This period saw 

the 74th Belfast Company facing challenges such as falling  

numbers of Brigade-age boys in the parish, changing family 

leisure patterns and a broadening of the school curriculum to 

include areas such as the Duke of Edinburgh Award. 



The Anchor Boys throughout this period varied in numbers 

and, as with the other sections, their programme changed in 

line with Brigade UK regulations to become more structured. 

“Structured” might seem to be an inappropriate word if you 

have had occasion to call in to an Anchor Boys’ evening with 

20 or more hyper-active 4-8 year old boys each demanding 

attention. Using some mystical power and a balance between 

learning and play, a succession of excellent Officers ensured 

that the boys developed age-appropriate social and personal 

skills. Based on such firm foundations, the Anchor Boys  

continue to provide a steady stream of boys well prepared to 

progress into the Junior Section.  

Traditionally, the 74th Junior Section was always  

outward-looking in the events and activities that the boys  

enjoyed, instilled in us by Wilson Crawford’s enthusiasm for 

showing boys what was available outside the church hall  

environment.  Consequently, we entered both East Belfast 

group and NI regional competitions and events.  It was at 

these events that the boys realised the Boys’ Brigade was a 

large organisation with many members across our city and,  

indeed, throughout Northern Ireland.  From swimming galas, 

to hikes and rambles up the Cregagh Glen, and scaling the 

heights of Cave Hill, Black Mountain and Divis, even venturing 

as far as the Marble Arch caves one Saturday in June. 

Our swimmers were always particularly successful, winning 

many individual medals and also overall Junior Section  

champions courtesy of the Mackey boys and a Seay or two!   

It is very pleasing to see the success of a former Junior  

Section boy, Jack MacMillan, competing at the Beijing  

Olympics and now holder of several Irish records. 

A firm favourite with the boys was our annual weekend “camp” 

at venues such as Ganaway, Whitepark Bay Youth Hostel and 

Castlewellan Castle. As with the Company section, we joined 

forces with our friends and neighbours from the 109th Belfast 

Junior section (Castlereagh Presbyterian), for these always 

memorable events. 

 

 



In recent years, we have 

taken the boys to sporting 

events such as the Belfast 

Giants ice hockey and Ulster 

Rugby matches. These 

events are firm favourites 

with them as evidenced 

by their vocal support for the 

home teams! 

In our hall-based events, we have been fortunate to have a 

variety of visitors to entertain the boys. These included a  

reptile night, a puppeteer using wheel-chair based characters 

to explain disability, police motorcyclists and patrol cars  

complete with “blues and twos” going full blast!  All this on top 

of our usual craft, life skills activities and, of course, Christian 

Faith teaching to help prepare boys for their next stage of  

development. It was particularly pleasing, in September 2016, 

when Marcus Faulkner received the President’s  

Commendation from Mr David Blevins, President of Boys’  

Brigade, Northern Ireland. Marcus was awarded this in  

recognition of his enthusiasm and bravery in overcoming 

many adversities in his young life, but always doing so with 

cheerfulness and unswerving loyalty to the 74th Belfast.  The 

only thing to stop Marcus from attending BB on Mondays was 

an enforced stay in hospital!  He is an inspiration not only to 

his peers, but also the officers in the Company. 

 

 
Marcus  

receiving the 

President’s 

Commendation 
 

 

 

 



The Company Section programme changed with the times, 

socially and educationally. The days of East Belfast teens 

crossing the city by bus to sit a Belfast Battalion Badge  

examination in a North or West Belfast school ceased as the 

Troubles changed the social landscape of the city. Locally 

based examinations were soon replaced by improved  

assessment methods similar to those used in schools.  

However, the highest of standards were still maintained and 

Queen’s Badges, President’s Badges and Duke of Edinburgh 

Awards, Gold, Silver and Bronze, continued to be achieved. 

The Queen’s Badge is the highest award a boy can achieve in 

the Boys’ Brigade.  The 74th Company has a strong tradition 

of Queen’s Badge success dating back to the first recipient, 

Robbie Gallagher in the 1950s.Below are Queen’s men: Ryan 

Moore, Michael Cunningham, Andrew Seay and Aaron Sloan. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

An underlying objective of the work of all Sections of the  

Company is that we should develop our boys into young men 

with Christian values and prepare them for their future in adult 

life. It was, and remains, an aim that we do this through fun 

and friendship. This was always a feature of our annual  

summer camps. Even now, meeting former Company  

members after 50 years, the chat turns to an event or memory 

from Rhyl, Prestatyn, Girvan, Troon, Prestwick, Southport, 

Morecambe or the Isle of Man. Glamorous holiday locations at 

a time before cheap airfares!! 
 



 

So often, what seemed like a very trivial event becomes a 

source of amusement years later. For example: 

 

At one searingly hot summer camp in Harlech, the combined 

cohort of officers and boys of the 74th and 109th Belfast, our 

near neighbours and long-time co-campers  from Castlereagh 

Presbyterian Church, set out on the three mile march to the 

Sunday Service at the local church. In  full uniform of pill-box 

hat, haversack and immaculately polished belts, school  

blazers, school trousers and collars and ties, we set off to be 

followed by our neighbours, camping in the field beside us, 

from the Blackburn Battalion. They, unlike us, were  

resplendent in the new lightweight, short-sleeved, blue shirted 

uniform.  To make matters worse, after the service, the  

Blackburn officers bought ice creams for their boys while us 

Belfast boys stoically upheld the “No Sunday Trading” rule 

and marched back down the hill in tropical temperatures but 

feeling morally, and sweatily, superior! No one present that 

day has forgotten it. 

Below are some officers bringing “East Belfast chic” to the 

good folk of Prestatyn while the boys demonstrate their  

campcraft skills. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

A review of the achievements of some of our past members 

shows former 74th members contributing to society at the 

highest levels in Business and Finance, Local Government, 

Medicine, Education, Judiciary, Social Services, the Forces 

and Security Services. These contributions have been made 

locally and in countries worldwide. The 74th Belfast has been 

blessed with continuity of leadership and an amazing level of 

commitment from volunteer Officers and Helpers who have 

seen us through some very difficult times. Regular in  

attendance at weekly parade nights and at church, they  

provided example, stability, inspiration, knowledge and skills 

to the boys. Among those who have served in the Anchor 

Boys, Junior Section and Company Section from the 1970s to 

the present and to whom we are most grateful are: 

Alan Agar, David Agar, Michelle Arnold, (Laverty), Ian Berry, 

Mark Browne, Barbara Carlisle, Michael Cunningham,  

Margaret Currie, Thomas Elder, Matthew Elder, Avril Gardiner, 

Sara Gardiner, Brian Hayward, Lynne Gibson,  

Ingrid Johnston, Tim Logan,  Linda Lyons, Siobhan McElnea, 

Carol McGladery, Ryan Moore, Philip Seay, Mervyn Smyth, 

Trevor Smyth, Aimee Tweedie, Laura Tweedie and Jenni 

Walker. Perhaps the most pleasing aspect of our work is, that 

in recent years, the Company has seen five boys from our 

ranks and one  female Officer go into the Ministry. A fulfilment 

of the Object of the Boys’ Brigade: “The advancement of 

Christ’s Kingdom………..”  



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Among those above, celebrating the Junior Section’s 75th  

Anniversary, are the future Canon Ian Berry and the, 

very young, future Rev. Peter Hilton. Other clergy from the 

Company are the Rev. Kenneth Thompson, Rev. Nigel Parker, 

Rev. Geoff Withers and Rev. Lynne Gibson, a former  

Leader-in-Charge of the Anchor Boys. 

After losing 2 years to COVID, all three Sections of the  

Company are back in action and have had a very active  

return. We are always pleased to welcome new members and 

if anyone reading this has a son, or grandson, who would like 

to contribute to the next 100 years , they would be most  

welcome to join us. 
 

 

 

 

Our popular Pilates group will continue to meet in May on 

Wednesday nights from 7-8pm in the Huston Hall. 

Everyone is very welcome and a small donation of £3 per 

class is requested to go towards church funds. 

If you have any questions or want to find out more about  

Pilates, please contact John Waterworth by phone 

(+447941368546) or email at jcwworth@yahoo.co.uk 

St.Finnian’s Pilates  

mailto:jcwworth@yahoo.co.uk


Ladies’ Open Door  

Friendship Group  
Hello Ladies 

Good news, following the hiccup when we had to cancel our 

meeting for 9th March, our intended speaker, Lisa Rea Currie 

of EastSide Partnership, has been able to rearrange her 

schedule and will be with us at 2.00pm on 11th May.   

Her illustrated talk is entitled “Cregagh Connections - History 

and Reminiscences of the Cregagh Area Through the Years”. 

This should be an interesting and memory jogging afternoon. 

Our meeting on 25th May will be a tea party to mark the 

Queen's Platinum Jubilee and the end of the Friendship 

Group’s programme before the summer break.  

It has been lovely getting back together and enjoying the  

company of old and new friends.  We look forward to  

welcoming you in September when our doors will open again 

to all ladies of the Parish. 

Julie Cunningham 

Tel: 07814928398 

 

What a great time we had!! 

On Friday 25th March we  
enjoyed our live event in the  

 church halls in Cregagh Park.  
The weather was so good we got out to 
play some running games on the grass.  
It was great fun. 
We had a wonderful selection of spring 
crafts, all organised by the volunteers. 
 
 
 

 
We finished by hearing Jesus’ parable of the Sower and 
about Jesus’ never-ending love. Thank you to everyone who 
came and to our wonderful volunteers. See you next time!! 



CHARITABLE  DONATIONS  MADE  BY  ST.  FINNIAN’S   

IN  2021 
Did you know that every year St. Finnian’s parish helps to  

support other organisations? Although most of the funds raised each 

year are used to support our own parish worship and pastoral work, 

every year we also allocate around 10% of the money we receive to 

support other organisations. These organisations are mainly those  

involved in missionary work, outreach, divine healing and in supporting 

those most in need.  The amounts to be given are decided by the  

Select Vestry in November of each year.  During 2021 the parish gave 

£16450 to this work. 

 

In addition to the funds allocated by the Vestry, parishioners also gave 

a further £938 in response to the 2021 Bishops’ Appeal, bringing the 

total to £3438 with smaller amounts given to other organisations.   

Parishioners also raised £3377 for our Uganda project. The response 

by parishioners to this year’s Bishops’ Appeal has been even more 

generous with over £5000 given by parishioners to date, to which the 

parish has added a further £2500. This year to date, over £5000 has 

been donated to the Uganda project. We are very grateful to everyone 

who has supported the parish so generously and sacrificially and  

enabled really important work to happen both locally and overseas on 

behalf of the parish. 

Robert Crawford (Hon. Treasurer) 

Organisations which received funds in 2021 £ 

Church Missionary Society, Ireland 1800 

South American Missionary Society 1800 

The Leprosy Mission 1800 

Bishops’ Appeal 2500 

Christians Against Poverty 1700 

The Larder 1200 

Divine Healing Ministries 500 

Church's Ministry of Healing 500 

Royal British Legion 200 

Boys' Brigade 450 

The Hub at Queens 500 

Board of Education (NI) 500 

Summer Madness 500 

Marie Curie 500 

Open Doors 1000 

Diocesan Church Planting (supporting new churches) 500 

Alpha UK 500 

TOTAL 16450.00 



UKRAINE  REFUGEE  PROJECT 

As already announced, St. Finnian’s Parish will be providing  

accommodation and other support for a number of Ukrainian  

refugees.  Although we do not yet have a date for their arrival, 

some parishioners have already made donations towards the cost 

of this support.  A separate fund has been set up within the parish 

accounts to help us keep track of the funding, in much the same 

form as for the Uganda Project, and the title of the new project is 

the Ukraine Project. We estimate that the initial cost of the Project 

will be in the region of £1500 per month, which will reduce as time 

goes on. Anyone who would like to make a donation can do so  

either by cash or by cheque, or by electronic bank transfer.  If you 

are making a donation by cheque, please make the cheque out to 

“St Finnian’s Parish Church” so that we can lodge the donation in 

the parish Ukraine Project Fund. Please place cash or cheque  

donations in an envelope marked “Ukraine” (it isn’t necessary to 

put the full title) and place this in the collection plate or give to the 

churchwardens in the normal way.  If you pay tax, please write 

your name and address on the envelope, write the words “please 

claim gift aid” and sign the envelope. 

It would be particularly helpful if anyone is able to make a  

commitment to make regular payments by Standing Order. 

If you would like to make a payment electronically or set up a 

standing order, the parish bank details are:-  

Sort Code 95-01-34  

Account number 11089757  

Account name St Finnians Parish Church  

The online screen will invite you to add a reference. If you use 

Freewill Offering envelopes, please input the six figure number at 

the bottom right of the label on your Freewill Offering envelope 

box (NOT the three figure number on your envelopes).  

For example, the label will look like: Mr. A Smith xxx Church Street 

Belfast 000xxx (Please use this number as your reference). 

When support is no longer needed (for example, the war ends and 

refugees return to Ukraine) the Ukraine Fund would be closed and 

any surplus monies transferred to the parish Response Fund. 

 

Robert Crawford 

Hon. Treasurer 



 

 

Hello  everyone 

What does the month of May mean to you? Maybe there are 

significant family birthdays or anniversaries. Perhaps your  

children or grandchildren are sitting important exams and are 

concerned they perform to the best of their ability or you are 

continuing to do outdoor jobs around the garden or you are 

thinking of booking a much needed holiday.  One of the great 

things about our Anglican communion is the structure of the 

church’s year.  It seems to happen every year that I’m driving 

home about 8pm and turn on the radio and am surprised to hear 

a church service being broadcast on a weekday Thursday and 

then I remember of course it is Ascension Day forty days after 

Easter. It’s good to be reminded of important events in the life, 

death, resurrection and return to heaven of our Saviour and 

Lord.  Our reminders for MU members are our Beetle Drive on 

Thursday 5
th
 May at 8pm and our Annual Outing is due to take 

place on Saturday 11
th
 June when we are going to Coleman’s 

Garden Centre, Templepatrick for Afternoon Tea at 2pm. Lifts 

will be available and can be arranged by phoning Liz Walker 

(07774617549) or myself (07596 075081). Finally, I am  

reproducing a prayer from the MU connected magazine for 

Spring 2022 – a prayer for Ukraine which is on people’s minds 

at the moment: 

Oh God of mercy and love, 

We pray for your Spirit’s transforming power 

To be at work in the present situation of war in the Ukraine. 

We ask for softening of hard hearts and shelter for  

frightened souls. 

Give us eyes and ears to perceive how we can  

offer help in the most appropriate way. 

We do not know what to do, but our eyes are upon you. 

Gracious God, we cry out to you and ask for peace 

and safety for all those affected. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

See opposite for the May Midday Prayers. 

Angela Harvey , Branch Secretary 



Mothers’ Union—Midday Prayers—May 2022 
Spirit of Transformation 

 
 

Monday: Spirit of transformation 

In the last days, God says,  

I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  

Even on my servants, both men and women, 

I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 

Acts 2:17, 18 

Mighty God, 

you came through your Spirit 

and life was never the same again. 

 Come to us now,  

breathing new fire into our hearts, 

new energy into our lives, 

new life into our souls. 

Transform our fear, anxiety and doubt, 

filling us with confidence and faith. 

Move in us, we pray. 

 Open our minds to new horizons, new experiences 

and a new way of looking at life. 

And so may we live by the Spirit, 

bearing rich fruit to your glory. 

Move in us, we pray, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Tuesday: Death to life 

Now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus.  

And because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit  

has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death.  

Romans 8:1-2 (NLT) 

Holy Spirit, 

we praise you for your transforming power  

which sets us free from sin and death  

and gives new life in Christ. 

Risen Lord, fill us with new life 

through the power of your Spirit  

that we may share your love 

with those who live in darkness; 

that we may share your peace  

with those who live in fear; 

that we may share your joy  

With those who live in sorrow. 

Holy Spirit, transform our lives 

that we may shine  

with the light of Christ. 

Amen. 



 

 

Wednesday: Poverty to wealth 

You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor,  

so that you through his poverty might become rich. 

2 Corinthians 8:9 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have transformed us completely 

by the riches of your grace; 

from the bleakness of sin to fullness of life.   

 We praise you for the riches of our salvation. 

We, in spiritual poverty, had no means 

to pay such a costly debt.    

Forgive us when we strive to earn 

the blessings you freely give us; 

for which the price has been paid. 

May we be so filled with your grace  

that we share the riches of Christ 

as a blessing to all we meet. 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

we give you our thanks and praise. 

Amen. 

 

Thursday: Weakness to power 

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit  

comes on you; and you will be my witnesses  

in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

Acts 1:8 

Come Holy Spirit. 

Fill us with your power, transform us in your love, 

inspire us with your truth. 

Come Holy Spirit. 

Fill our weak and empty lives 

with your transforming power. 

Come Holy Spirit. 

Flood our parched lives 

with streams of living water. 

Come Holy Spirit. 

Ignite our cold lives 

with the intensity of holy fire. 

Come Holy Spirit. 

Clothe us with your power  

to witness to the love of Christ. 

Gracious God, we praise you  

for the transformation of your Spirit; 

power in abundance 

to equip us for divine works. 

Amen. 



 

 

 

 

Friday: Loneliness to community 

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.  

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of  

their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had.  

Acts 4:31-32 

Spirit of transformation, 

unite us as the family of God,  

to reflect the Father’s heart 

and glorify his holy name.  

Heavenly Father, 

we rejoice to be your family, 

united in sharing life together. 

Transformed by your Spirit 

we praise your holy name. 

As we share your goodness together, 

turn our gaze to those around us. 

Transformed by your Spirit 

may we draw them into your love.  

Unite us as the family of God  

that, transformed by your Spirit, 

we may glorify your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Saturday: Spirit of transformation 

You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

The promise is for you and your children  

and for all who are far off— 

for all whom the Lord our God will call. 

Acts 2:38-39 

Ever living and ever loving God, 

We praise you for your loving presence with us. 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

take and transform our societies— 

that broken people find healing; 

that lonely people find love; 

that bitter people find peace; 

that fearful people find hope. 

Come, Holy Spirit, 

fill our lives with your presence— 

so that more and more every day, 

all that we do and say and hope 

will be an act of worship to you  

and an expression of love to others, 

to the glory of your name.   

Amen. 

 



 

Magazine 
 

Please send articles for inclusion 

in the June magazine to  

office.cregagh@down.anglican.org  

or telephone the Parish Office 

028 90792793 by NOON on  

Tuesday 3rd May. 

 

 

 
 
Don’t forget to check out the 
church website: 

www.stfinnians.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find us on Facebook! 

Facebook.com/StFinnians 

 

 

 

 

Registered with  
The Charity Commission for 
Northern Ireland NIC101977 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Rector: 

Telephone 028 90793822 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours 

 

Tuesday 9.00 am – 2.00 pm 

Wednesday 9.00 am – 2.00 pm 

 

TELEPHONE   028 90792793 

office.cregagh@down.anglican.org 

 
MAGAZINE 
BY EMAIL 

 
Why not receive your magazine by 
email and help the  
environment by cutting down on 
the use of paper? If you would like 
to receive your magazine this way, 
contact Linda in the church office 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays  
between 9.00am - 2.00pm.  
Tel. 028 90792793 or email  
office.cregagh@down.anglican.org 
 

 

http://www.stfinnians.org/

